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UNUSUAL RAINS IN DECEMBER
After erratic rainfall contributed to a dramatic decline in crop production in 2002, partially attributed to a weak El Nino in the Horn of Africa reported by the Drought Monitoring Centre in Nairobi, in December unusual rains have been falling in central Ethiopia with mixed impacts. In the north, farmers used rains to begin land preparation (South Tigray) for the belg season. In Central, Southern and Eastern Tigray, rains helped to alleviate water and pasture shortages. Further south, in the mid and highlands of Amhara region (North Shewa), central Oromiya and Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR) rains may complicate ongoing harvests of teff. In the lowlands of Oromiya, including East and West Hararghe, and Arsi, areas hard-hit by the present drought, the rains have contributed to better water and pasture. Further east, in Shinille and Jijiga Zones of Somali Region, short rains (hais) expected in November were late but a few days rain (less than 30mm) in December will have a positive effect on livestock-dependent populations there that have been under extreme stress in December. In general, rains occurring in December will not be used to plant crops with the possible exception of belg-dependent areas in the northeast and transitional crops in the southwest (SNNPR), however they will have a positive impact on pasture, fodder and water availability for both humans and livestock.

UNICEF’s REHABILITATION AND construction of deep well water schemes underway
UNICEF is increasing its support in rehabilitation of old schemes and construction of new schemes in drought-affected areas. In Afar, 19 schemes are under rehabilitation by Amhara Water Works Construction Enterprise in zone 1 and 3 while deep wells are being drilled in zone 2 and 4. Test well drilling in Logia, zone 1, has been completed successfully. The operations are carried out in collaboration with Ministry of Water Recourses. In Somali region, six water schemes (five in Shinille and one in Fiq) are under rehabilitation through UNICEF assistance to the Regional Water Bureau. In Dire Dawa, the rehabilitation of El Hamer water scheme is ongoing. Similarly, emergency maintenance and drilling of shallow wells is ongoing in SNNPR and four wells drilling have been completed in Guraghe zone. Furthermore, US$ 315,000 worth of water equipment is under offshore procurement for drought-affected areas of Afar, Somali, SNNPR and Dire Dawa. In Oromiya, six power pump and nine hand pump schemes were rehabilitated in eight woredas of the region, benefiting 22,500 people. The Government of Japan funds this activity.
ICRC extending its preventive actions 

ICRC reported that it is extending its urgent preventive action in Ethiopia to assist the most vulnerable people suffering from the combined effects of poverty, severe drought and persisting threats of insecurity. The ICRC plans to distribute over 40,000 tonnes of food, seeds and fertilizer to up to 700,000 people over a period of 11 months between January and November 2003. On the basis of its field assessments, the ICRC is targeting most vulnerable subsistence farmers living mainly in lowland areas experiencing as much as 90% crop failure, and who are exposed to potential security threats. The areas targeted are Erob wereda in north-eastern Tigray, the lowlands of Wolayita and Sidama zones of the SNNPR and some portions of the lowlands of Eastern and Western Hararghe in Oromia region. ICRC surveys are currently underway in the Bale zone of Oromiya region and zones 1 and 2 of the Afar region to determine the extent of needs. The full report is available at www.reliefweb.net
FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission reported 25% harvest reduction
An annual FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission took place in Ethiopia from 7 November to 3 December 2002. The Mission has estimated the meher season cereal and pulse production, forecasted the 2003 belg season production, assessed the overall food supply situation and estimated grain import requirements including food aid needs for the 2003 marketing year. According to the Special Report of the Mission released on 30 December, a prolonged dry spell led to a poor harvest in many parts of the country. As a result of decreased production, more than 11 million people in Ethiopia are facing serious food shortages and possible starvation. The mission forecasts total cereal and pulse production at about 9.27 million tonnes, comprising 8.92 million tonnes from the meher harvest and a predicted 350,000 tonnes from the belg harvest in 2003. At this level, cereal and pulse production is about 25 percent below last year's Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) post-harvest estimates and 21 percent below the average for the previous five years. As a result, the cereal import requirement in 2003 is estimated at nearly 2.3 million tonnes. Only part of this will be covered by emergency food aid requirements of 1.4 million tonnes and the remainder will need to be covered through commercial and concessional imports. The Mission report incorporated the results of a government led multi-agency emergency needs assessment also carried out in November. Full FAO/WFP mission report is available at: 
http://www.fao.org/WAICENT/faoinfo/economic/giews/english/alertes/sptoc.htm
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